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A New Name 

Kids Can Press has changed its name to The Eagle Press! This is because many people are asking us if we can put the 
paper online. The reason we had to change it is because Kids Can Press is trademarked by a publishing firm, so if we put 
it online we would be violating that. So we talked to our head editors and we agreed on the new name. We picked “Eagle” 
because that is Hope Valley’s mascot. 
 

Editorial: Gerrymandering 
By Caelen Ewing 

 
Many of you may have heard of gerrymandering in recent news articles (don’t worry, it's not a pokemon)!. Gerrymandering 
is the art of creating voting districts with specific groups of people with specific opinions or political positions in order to “let 
them influence the vote“ or to restrict their ability to “influence the vote.” It is called this because in 1812 the Governor of 
Massachusetts, Elbridge Gerry, signed into law a redistricting plan designed to benefit his political party, and that 
explained the “gerry.” But the “mander” is because he made a district in the shape of a salamander, and that generated 
the name.  

In my opinion, all it does is let the people who draw the lines control the vote. The reason for this is because they 
can focus the power of some groups of people so they actually have less impact on the vote. When Republicans are in 
legislative control, they do this by maximizing the number of districts with Republican majorities.  This process of 
redrawing district lines affects the vote because it allows the party in charge to control the outcome of the vote for that 
area.  The pictures below illustrate how this works.  In the first picture, all four districts have an equal number of red and 
blue votes.  But once the areas have gone through a gerrymandering plan, the blue dots take over the majority of three of 
the four districts.  In other words, by grouping most of the reds in one district, the others become blue. 

   
The box on the left shows the expected form of the districts.  
The box on the right shows what the districts end up  looking 
like.  (image published on http://googleearthdesign.blogspot.com/2007/08/ 
cant-see-wood-for-gerrymandering.html) 
 
In my opinion, this is a very smart strategy for the people in 
charge, but this is a bad thing overall because the entire 
voting process should be to let the people choose who they 
want to elect.  Gerrymandered districts let the people in 
power elect the person they want, and this makes the regular 

person’s vote count less. 
 
This is happening today.  It was originally meant to let people make a difference, but now it is being used to make 

that difference smaller.  The situation is so extreme that North Carolina’s gerrymandering is currently being challenged in 
the U.S. Supreme Court. As the next generation of voters, we should learn about this and other practices like it, and 
protest any instances where these practices are used to reduce the power of any people to elect their officials in a 
democracy. 

 



Field Trips & Buses: A Dilemma 
By Nora Joyner and Madeline Roper 

 
It’s field trip day!  We are excited, curious, and ready to 
have a lot of fun.  Our teachers remind us to get ready to 
go, line up, and walk to the buses.  What we don’t know 
is that sometimes our field trips have been shorter than 
planned.  According to chaperones, some of the field 
trips in the past few years have arrived at their 
destinations more than an hour late.  “I remember when 
we went to 3 Bears Acres last year,” Ms. Schroeder, a 
parent, told Eagle Press.  “The bus was maybe 45 
minutes late and the parents were just standing around 
waiting for (the students) to get there.” 

Eagle Press has learned of additional field trips 
that were late: 

 
December 9, 2016  2nd grade to Marbles (more than 1 
hour late) 
May 23, 2017 Kindergarten to Museum of Life and 
Science (more than 1 hour late) 
December 18, 2017 3rd grade trip to Sonoco 
Recycling (more than 1 hour late) 
 

The Eagle Press has a copy of the chaperone 
letter from the Marbles Museum trip for 2nd graders last 
year.  We checked Google Maps and found out that 
even driving in a car, it would take a minimum of 37 
minutes to get from Hope Valley to Marbles, but buses 
are not allowed to go as fast as cars. There were only 30 
minutes allotted for driving in the trip plans, which did not 
allow enough travel time-- even if the buses had left the 
school when planned. So perhaps one problem is the 
planning involved. 

The Eagle Press interviewed Assistant Principal 
Miller about this issue.  Mr. Miller told us that the school 
gets buses from the District for the trips.  He was aware, 
he said, “of isolated incidents” when the buses are late. 
We asked if there was anything that Mr. Miller could do 
about the late buses, and he replied that he and Ms.Tate 

are talking about it.  Mr. Miller also said that teachers 
have not reported the late trips to him.  We then asked 
who pays for the buses and bus drivers.  Mr. Miller 
explained that students pay for them, and it costs about 
$2 per student for the bus transportation, when supplied 
by the District.  

Why is this a problem?  When buses are late, 
students have less time to spend at their destination. 
This means that they don’t get to do and see everything 
they had planned. For example, when kindergarten went 
to the Museum of Life and Science, they didn’t have 
enough time to walk to the lemurs, which was very 
disappointing.  Similarly, other activities have had to be 
cancelled or shortened due to the bus delays.  

It’s also a problem for chaperones, who end up 
waiting, often without knowing why they’re waiting or 
how long the students will be.  As several teachers and 
chaperones expressed to Eagle Press, field trips are 
really important.  Frequent chaperone Leah Schroeder 
pointed out that field trips aren’t just fun, “They are good 
learning opportunities for the students.”  Second grade 
teacher Ms. Crowcroft told us that field trips expose 
students “to knowledge and let them go to places they 
might not have been before.”  

The school is trying to address this.  

 
Comic: The Uncool Leprechaun 

By Shannon Wylie 
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News Column: The Tax Tragedy 

By Ava Nichols 
 

A new Federal tax law (called “Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act”) has been created, and it probably won´t help 
you. The new tax law creates opportunities only for rich 
people to keep more of their money. That is all fine and 
dandy, but there is one question that stands out: Where 
in the budget will the resulting budget cuts hit us? The 
answer to that is--right in our pockets!  Any government 
employee (people who are paid by the government, like 
teachers) will receive less money than they have in the 
past. Teachers: say goodbye to school supplies.  
          You may be asking how this law got past 
everybody. Well, the answer to that is simple, yet 
sneaky: a smokescreen. A smokescreen is a 
metaphorical term. It means using distractions to hide 
things (like, maybe, I don’t know, a tax law?). While we 
were busy with the holidays, people in Congress were 
creating a new tax code, advertising it as one thing when 
it is really quite another, and the public may not have 
noticed. I do note that no Democrats in Congress voted 
for this bill.  

If you have a complaint about the new tax law 
and would like to register it, contact your Senators:  
Senator Thom Tillis:  (202) 224-6342 
Senator Richard Burr: (202) 314-3154 
 

Food? 
By Giovanni Dubon 

 
Have you ever eaten food from school? If you have, you 
might think it’s really bad. But there are reasons why the 
school lunches are the way they are.  
     The cafeterias cannot serve a lot of sugar in the 
drinks. They must serve dairy, protein, vegetables, fruit, 
and grains. Federal laws say what has to be included in 
the lunches.  

The national school lunch program started in 
1946.  The government wanted all kids to have a 
nutritious lunch, even if they couldn’t afford to pay for it.  

A few years ago, parents and other people said 
that cafeterias were serving too much junk food, so the 
cafeteria had to start serving healthier food.  Some kids 
might not like the food. That is why some kids ask 
themselves, “Is this food?” But at least they have 
something to eat, rather than starve in school. Some 
kids still bring lunch from home, too. So, give me your 
opinion: what do you think of the food in the cafeteria? 

 
 

Ruby Bridges: A Child Who Persevered 
By Katherine McFall 

 
Picture this:  you are six years old and walking into a 
brand new school. All around you people are screaming 
at you, threatening you, hating you.  Why?  Because you 
are black, they are white, and it is 1960 in New Orleans. 
You are doing this because you believe that all children 
deserve a good education.  Before 1960, schools were 
very segregated.  Ruby Bridges changed all that.  

Ruby Bridges was born September 8th, 1954, to 
Abon and Lucille Bridges in Tylertown, Mississippi.  They 
moved to New Orleans when Ruby was 4 years old. 

Ruby’s parents volunteered Ruby to participate 
in the New  Orleans Civil Rights Movement. This 
involved going to an all-white school. Ruby was the only 
black girl to go to William Frantz Elementary School. 
There were six other children who signed up to help 
desegregate the school, but in the end, Ruby was the 
only one to attend that school.  Ruby and her mother 
were escorted to the school by four federal marshals for 
the first year she attended there. After a few weeks she 
was the only kid in the school because the kids parents 
did not want their kids to be with Ruby, all because she 
was black. 

Fifty-eight years after Ruby Bridges 
desegregated her elementary school, she is still talking 
about how it is important to respect everyone.  During 
Black History Month, we read and learn about a bunch of 
Civil Rights Leaders, and Ruby Bridges stood out 
because she was a child, close to my age, and did 
something really brave that changed the world. 
 

Valentine’s Day  
By Priscila Crisanto 

 
When you think of Valentine’s Day, you think of hearts, 
candy, love, and friendship.  But have you ever 
wondered where it came from? Well, Valentine’s Day 
comes from the year 496 in Roman times. In those 
times, Emperor Claudius banned marriage because he 
thought that married men were bad soldiers.  But Saint 
Valentine thought this was not fair, so he made secret 
marriages.  He got caught and was killed, so later a man 
named Pope Gelasius officially declared a day 
“Valentine’s Day” in his memory in mid February.  In the 
year 1300, the holiday started to be about love and 
romance.  The first Valentine’s card appeared in the 15th 
century, and that is when people started to give gifts to 
their loved ones.  Nowadays we celebrate by giving 
valentines to each other. 
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Field Day Makeover 

By Shannon Wylie and Phoebe Artin 
 

This year, Field Day will be different, in a good way. Mr. 
Kilgore says that he and a group of teachers will be 
deciding on some new games to make Field Day even 
more interesting and exciting than it already is! The 
Eagle Press interviewed Mr. Kilgore about the Field Day 
Makeover: 
 
Eagle Press: What is the purpose or goal of field days? 
Mr. K: The purpose is to celebrate the end of the year 
through play and positive interaction. 
EP: Are there any kids on the planning committee? 
Mr. K: No 
EP: Are field days changing this year? 
Mr. K: Yes 
EP: Who wanted to make the changes? 
Mr. K: The suggestion came from the PTA, as well as 
teachers and me. 
EP: What are the reasons for changing the field days? 
Mr. K: There is less time due to testing, makeup, and 
snow days. They were also previously stretched out too 
long over too many days. 
EP: Do you have any ideas for the new format yet? 
Mr. K: Yes, but I do not want to share them because 
there will be a teacher committee that will help me make 
the decisions. 
EP: Is there any way for kids to make suggestions on the 
new plans? 
Mr. K: Not yet, but there may be.  
 
We are looking forward to the new and improved Field 
Day and can’t wait to find out the changes! Stay tuned 
for a follow-up article on the changes! 
 
Math Problem Winter Edition Solution 
It snowed 8 inches in Durham!  Allison was hired to 
shovel a sidewalk that is 6 feet long and 4 feet wide. 
She gets paid $3 for every cubic foot of snow she 
shovels.  How much money did she earn for shoveling 
this sidewalk?  
 
To solve this problem, start by calculating the number of 
feet that it snowed.  8 inches =2/3 of a foot. If you drew a 
picture of the sidewalk that was 6 boxes long and 4 
boxes wide, one cubic foot would be 1 1/2 boxes long. 
There are 4 cubic feet in one row, so 4 x 4 = 16 cubic 
feet, and 16 cubic feet x $3 per foot = $48.  Allison 
earned $48 for shoveling that sidewalk  
 

The HVE Spirit Squad! 
By Nadia White & Meah Lake 

 
After school on Wednesdays, in Ms. Taylor’s fourth 
grade classroom, you might hear chants, see talent 
show practices, ice-breakers, games, fundraisers, study 
hall, and the setting of goals for the Hope Valley Spirit 
Squad.  This is all part of G.L.O.W. girls, a program 
under the guidance of Ms. Taylor.  In her words, 
G.L.O.W. girls is “..a mentorship initiative that supports 
girls in grades 2-5.  College students and community 
role models spend time with the girls to promote social 
interactions and experiences.”  In other words, it’s a 
great program for girls to help build self-esteem.  

We interviewed Ms. Taylor because we wanted 
the whole school to know more about this great program.  
 
Eagle Press:  What gave you the idea to start G.L.O.W. 
girls? 
Ms. T.: Glow girls was a program designed under my 
platform, Pillars of the Palace, as part of my being Miss 
Black Durham USA 2017.  This platform is to empower 
the Durham community, especially women of color, by 
supporting their physical and mental health through five 
pillars:  etiquette, service, healthful living, 
mental/emotional awareness, and leadership.  It was 
inspired by helping women who have been abused in the 
past.  
EP:  Why are there no boys, and have any boys 
complained? 
Ms. T.: I do have another mentor program coming for 
boys.  However, I wanted to pilot this program first while 
I searched for a male who can spearhead the (boys’) 
program, which will be called Generation Z.  I would 
love to know of any male teachers who are interested 
EP: How did you pick which students would be in 
G.L.O.W girls? 
Ms. T.: I reached out to 2nd-5th grade teachers and 
other staff who could refer students who would be a 
good fit for the program.  Then I sent girls home with a 
permission slip for parents to sign if they were 
interested. 
EP: What events will G.L.OW girls  be participating in? 
Ms. T.: G.L.O.W girls will be participating in HVE’s talent 
show.  We will be also be working on a candy-gram 
fundraiser with Ms. Layla Martin. 
EP: What does the  G.L.OW in GLOW girls stand for? 
Ms. T.:  G.L.O.W girls stands for Growing, Leading, 
making new Opportunities for Winning.  
Girls must show excellence in each pillar to graduate 
from the program. 
 
We hope you come see us at the Talent Show! 
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Upcoming Events 
❏ Mar. 16: Spring Picture Day for all grades 
❏ Mar. 17: Regional Spelling Bee 
❏ Mar. 20: Reading Celebration Dance 
❏ Mar. 27: Squirm! 
❏ April 20: Talent Show 

 
Help Us Read One Million Minutes!!! 

So far Hope Valley Elementary students have read 
393,670 minutes this year. Our goal is one million! Keep 

reading and logging those minutes. 
 

Character Trait of the Month 
By Alia Bell and Alayna Fishback 

Hope Valley will soon have a special day to celebrate 
our peers who exhibit the character trait of the month: 
responsibility.  Responsibility means to be responsible 
and to take control of your actions.The people who 
represent that character trait will be given a necklace 
that is dark blue with stars. Students will also be given a 
invitation to our character trait day.  But, guess what? 
Parents and guardians may come, too! We hope you 
get to be a part of this ceremony. 

Reading Celebration Dance 
By Meah Lake 

Mr. Miller, Assistant Principal, filled in The Eagle Press on 
plans for the upcoming Reading Celebration Dance.  It will 
take place on March 20th for students who have 
demonstrated positive behavior this year.  Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade students will go from 12:45-1:30 p.m.; 3rd 
through 5th grade students will go from 1:45-2:45 p.m.  Ms. 
Layla Martin, the school’s social worker, is in charge of the 
dance, which is planned for the gym.  The idea came from 
the PTA.  The dance is an opportunity for the adults to 
acknowledge the many great things students do to contribute 
to Hope Valley.  A committee is currently developing the 
criteria for who will get invited. This should be a fun and 
special event for our school this spring.  
 

A Math Problem About Math Problems 
A 5th grader named Math Matitia has to do test prep four 
times a week.  On Mondays, she does a short test with 9 
math problems.  On Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 
she does a long test with three times as many math 
problems on each day as the Monday version.  How many 
math problems total did Math Matitia have to do in four 
weeks?  

 
Super Bowl: The Final Game 

By Nathan Creech 
The 2018 Super Bowl was devastating for the New 
England Patriots because of the number of Super Bowls 
they had already won, and most of them were one win 
after another. The score of this game was 41-33, and the 
Eagles won. All the people who hoped that the Eagles 
were going to win were very happy when they won. Nick 
Foles is the quarterback for the Eagles. The thing 
everybody was talking about was the fact that Nick Foles 
caught a pass from a teammate, and Tom Brady, the 
famous quarterback for the Patriots,  missed a catch 
from another teammate. 

My opinion on the Super Bowl was that the New 
England Patriots should have came back in the first half 
from being behind like they did last year, but the other 
side of me says that the Eagles should have won, 
because they had never won one before, whereas the 
Patriots have won five Super Bowls, and the quarterback 
behind all the Patriots´ wins is Tom Brady. Brady’s 
success is one reason most people thought the Patriots 
would win.  

My overview on the Super Bowl that it was 
action-packed the whole game, and the people playing 
on the Eagles team won a well-fought game. They knew 
that they were walking away with a great win and a 
well-deserved Super Bowl title.  

Marvelous Music and Ms. Walker 
By Keeley McCabe & Nadia White 

We wanted to know about Mrs. Walker, our music 
teacher.  She does so many interesting  things and we 
wanted to know why.  She also recently married, and we 
were eager to know how things had changed. 
EP:  How does it feel to be married?  
Ms. W.: It feels like you have a best friend who can keep 
all of your secrets. You have someone to share your 
thoughts with, even if they are bad. 
EP:  How does it feel to be called “Mrs.Walker”?  Is it 
confusing? 
Ms. W.: I like being Mrs. Walker but sometimes I forget. 
Even though I miss  Ms. Smith,   Mrs. Walker is a good 
name to have.  
EP: How did you come up with the idea of the “Flakes” 
performance for the second graders?  
Ms. W.: I made “Flakes” to have more performances, 
and because I wanted to challenge the second graders. 
EP: What made you want to do the chorus? 
Ms. W.: I wanted to continue Mr. Newton's* tradition. [Mr. 
Newton was the music teacher at Hope Valley before 
Mrs. Walker.]  Also, I wanted to teach fourth and fifth 
graders who were interested in music and performing. 
EP:  Why recorders for fourth graders?  
Ms. W.: I wanted fourth graders to learn music, and to 
learn how to read music.  
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Squirming In Your Seats 
By Derek Arkenberg 

This year for the first time, the first graders are doing a 
musical.  It is called Squirm! Squirm will take place at 
6:30 p.m. on March 27 in the Hope Valley Gymnasium. 
Ms. Walker is getting the students ready for this.  We 
talked to Ms. Walker and to a first grader from Ms. 
Bailey’s class, Liadan Ewing, about the show. 
 
EP: Why did you choose first graders for the musical? 
Ms. Walker: I want the first graders to have a 
performance like 2nd grade.  Also, I think it is a good 
level of difficulty for them. 
EP: What is Squirm about? 
Ms. W.: It is about worms, spiders, snakes, and bats. 
EP: Did you get any inspiration for this musical? 

Ms. W.: I didn’t write it, but I like it because it teaches 
about animals, and it’s fun. 
EP: Are you excited about the play? 
Liadan Ewing: Yes. I get to be on stage, and I feel it is 
once in a lifetime. 
EP: What part do you play? 
Liadan: I am going to be an earthworm, and I know I 
sing.  
EP: How much time did it take for practice?  
Liadan: We started in late November. 
EP: What song are you most excited about? 
Liadan: The “Worm Song.” 
EP: What is your favorite line? 
Liadan: My favorite line is, “Hey, worms do not kick, 
remember?” 

 
 

FICTION FEATURE 
We got lots of terrific entries for The Eagle Press’s writing contest, and are excited by the enthusiasm for writing here at 
Hope Valley.  The editorial staff picked two winners.  Congratulations, and thank you to all the students who entered.  
 
K-2nd grade Winner- Gertie Roper 

The Ocean Is Gone 
 

I went to the ocean to sell ice cream. No one was there! Then I saw why. The ocean was gone. The water had all 
dried up! Then, I went to my house and got my hose. Then I filled the ocean back up.  

 
3rd-5th Winner- Makhi Bolden 

Disaster 
 

A 19 year old boy comes out of his hotel. HIs name is Ray. He looks back and says, “Come on sis, we don’t have 
all day.” 

A voice says, “Okay.”  
Ray’s 18-year-old sister comes down. Her name is Lies. After that Lies’s and Ray’s mother comes down. The two 

stare at each other. Then their mom says that they are going to the beach. All three heads point to their boat. Ray asks, 
“Who’s driving the boat?” 

Then without hesitation, Lies says, “ Me.” 
They were in the middle of the sea when they turned on the radio and heard, “Everyone please take cover, an 

asteroid is coming down to Earth.” 
They turned off the radio right away, and tried to act normal. But, it is hard when an asteroid is coming to hit Earth! 

Then they saw the asteroid.  They held their breaths, and it landed in the sea! But, OH-NO!!! The asteroid made a tsunami 
form and it was going straight toward the boat. The ship was thrown in the air, but luckily landed right-side up. Then Lies 
said she was hurt. While her mother was caring for Lies, Ray took the wheel and headed back to shore. They safely got 
back to shore. So much for a pleasant boat outing! You never know what the day will bring. 
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