
 

 

Founding Editor/Designer: 
Caelen Ewing 
Senior Editors: Phoebe Artin, 
Madeline Roper, Nadia White 
Head Reporter: Shannon 
Wylie 

 
Kids Can Press 

Issue 1 (December 8, 2017)  

Reporters: Alia Bell, Jalynn 
Brandon, Nathan Creech, 
Priscila Crisanto, Giovani 

Dubon, Nora Joyner, Gemma 
McCabe, Keeley McCabe, 

Katherine McFall,  
Harper Mooney 

Comic Writers: Corey Fleming, 
Ava Nichols, Tyler Willson  

 
Inside the Paper 

By Harper Mooney and Nadia White 
 

Come with me to take a look inside of Kids Can Press, published by 4th and 5th grade students. 
The newspaper is starting its second year of publishing and was started last year by Caelen Ewing and Gina 

Paparella.  Caelen started the paper because it seemed like a fun idea, and he wanted a way to interview Ms. McPhail 
because she had so many interesting stories about before she became a teacher.  They were also inspired by the need 
for information about the 2016 election and the role of journalists.  Several students on the staff read a book by Andrew 
Clements called The Landry News about a student newspaper, which gave them ideas about how to start a paper.  They 
then got permission from Ms. Tate.  The staff was very small, and almost all in the same homeroom.  An anonymous 
donor gave them the paper to print it on; Caelen’s mom did the photocopying, they folded it by hand, and the whole staff 
delivered it to all the rooms for four full issues. 

This year Caelen advertised the newspaper around the school for new staff to join.  Many of the staff members from 
the first year returned, but now the staff has expanded to include 4th graders, along with 5th.  We now have nineteen 
students on the staff! The inclusion of 4th graders means that next year there will be some experienced students who can 
keep the paper going. This paper will let students have a say in their school and write about what is important to them.   
 

Eight Years Running:  The Family Marathon 
By Gemma McCabe  and Jalynn Brandon 

 
Every year since 2010, around 220 students have gathered outside to run the Family Marathon.  The event actually starts 
long before the race that takes place at school.  All the students first must run 25 miles at home, spread out over more 
than a month.  Mr. Kilgore hands out a special running log to keep at home and track how far you have run.  This year 
Smoothie King donated smoothies to all the runners!  The kids loved the smoothies at the end of the race. 

Our school marathon is part of an old tradition.  Marathon races are 
26.2 miles long because that is the distance that a messenger in ancient 
Greece reportedly ran from the Battle of Marathon to announce the victory 
in Athens. The modern marathon started in 1896, and today there are 
hundreds of marathons held around the world.  
Kids Can Press asked Mr. Kilgore a few questions about Hope Valley’s 

marathon. 
KCP: What is the hardest part of doing the marathon? 
Mr. Kilgore: Getting the parent volunteers, because many parents have 

jobs during the day.  This year we had 22 volunteers. 
KCP: How much does it cost to do this event? 
Mr. K: About $800 altogether. 
KCP: Is it safe for the kids to be running close to University Drive?  
Mr. K: I would like to make it safer by either modifying the course or 

having more volunteers near the road. 
KCP: What would you like to have different for future marathons? 
Mr. K: I would like to schedule the marathon on a day without any field trips.  

 



Comic 
 By Ava Nichols 

Doggy Trouble 

 
 

BOB Is Back at Hope Valley! 
By Shannon Wylie and Keeley McCabe 

 
Hope Valley is known for many things, but some activities go largely unrecognized. One of these activities is Hope 
Valley´s Battle Of The Books team. In BOB, you read the 15 books that have been picked, and practice answering 
questions about them. BOB can be hard, but at the same time, it’s really fun. Last year, the hardest book was The Mostly 
True Adventures Of Homer P. Figg and the easiest was The Tale Of Despereaux. Our three coaches are Ms. Schrader, 
Ms. Good, and Ms. Full.  

On the day of the competition, we ride the bus to the Staff Development Center where we compete. The first 
competition is usually on a Friday. The four teams with the highest points advance to the competition on Monday. On that 
day, only the team with the highest points goes to the finals. We are there all day, and we always have fun.Our biggest 
competition last year was Forest View. Keep in mind that BOB is only for 4th and 5th grade Eagles.  

We are determined to win this year and are looking for new members. We hope you decide to join! George Watts, 
even though you worked hard for your win, we are coming for you and we are going to win, no matter what! 

 
Soccer Debate 

By Nathan Creech and Giovani Dubon 
 
The debate is on watching vs. playing soccer.  In total, we interviewed 126 people. The results: 101 people preferred 
playing soccer, with 25 who preferred watching.  

Sometimes people like to both play and watch soccer, so it might be a tough choice. Playing real soccer might be 
healthier and more active but watching soccer provides a chance to enjoy a favorite team,  and sometimes celebrating 
victories. Take your time to think over what you would choose and maybe try something new.  One time you might try 
playing soccer at school and watch it at home (but not at school--you’ll get in trouble).   

 
 

Upcoming Events 
❏ Dec 8: Progress reports come home 
❏ Dec 11: Eagle Buck Store for K and 1st 

❏ Dec 13: Eagle Buck Store for 3rd and 4th 

❏ Dec 14: Eagle Buck Store for 4th and 5th 

❏ Dec 15:  Second Grade Musical, Flakes! at 6:30 
p.m. 

❏ Dec 21: last day of school before Winter Break 
❏ Jan 2: back to school after Winter Break! 

Bonus Math Problem 
By the staff 

If we publish every three weeks starting on December 8th, 
how many newspaper issues will come out in the 2017-2018 
school year?  
 

Help Us Read One Million Minutes!!! 
So far Hope Valley Elementary students have read 183,920  
minutes this year. Our goal is one million! Keep reading and 

logging those minutes. 
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Teacher Talk: Ms. Jones, Our Own Junior 
Olympian! 

By Phoebe Artin 
 
Ms. Jones is a thoughtful, enthusiastic 5th-grade math 
teacher, in her first year at Hope Valley. She has been 
teaching for almost 17 years! Some of her students 
describe her as caring, helpful, and fun-loving, and they 
said she gets very engrossed in her work. On Wednesday, 
November 15, I interviewed Ms. Jones.  
KCP: What is your sports background? 
Ms. Jones: My first job was as an athlete. So many 

colleges only wanted me for either volleyball or 
basketball. Montreat College (located just outside of 
Asheville)  was the only one that would let me play 
both. I was a Junior Olympian, got the Award for 
Rebounds, and was very successful in sports. 

KCP: Why did you become a teacher? 
Ms. Jones: I became a teacher because I was inspired to 

inspire others.  
KCP: What do you like about teaching math? 
Ms. Jones: I like teaching math because there are many 

possibilities for answers, and students are 
challenged; also, I like to see minds grow.  

KCP: Do you plan on teaching at Hope Valley for a long 
time? 

Ms. Jones: Yes, I do. I love the kids, the staff, the 
administration, and the teaching. 

KCP: Thank you, Ms. Jones, for doing this interview and 
giving us a math problem for the Kids Can Press 
newspaper. 

 
Math Problems of the Week 

From Ms. Jones 
 
Problem #1: Create a magic square by using each of the 
following sixteen numbers once: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.  Each 
row and each column and the two main diagonals 
should total 34. 

  14  

    

 10 11  

    

 
Problem #2: Alex spent 3/7 of his money.  He gave 1/4 
of the remainder to his sister.  He had $120 left.  How 
much money did he have in the beginning?  

 
 

Ant Attack 
By Madeline Roper 

 
“If we aren’t careful, the ants will overtake our playground.” 
Ms. Stancill, 5th grade science teacher, Hope Valley Elementary 

 
Anthills are everywhere! They are on the playground and in sidewalk cracks, and some kids can’t avoid them because 
they have to walk on the anthills during fire drills. Kids are getting bitten. The ants get stepped on, and that probably 
makes them upset. Angry ants might be more likely to bite people. You can help by not stepping on anthills and telling 
your teacher if someone gets bitten. If you see an anthill, ask a teacher if you can put a cone on it so other kids know to 
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stay away from it. Teachers should tell kids to stay away from anthills. The ants might go away for the winter, but they’ll be 
back. 

 
 

Summer Camp Spectacular! A Round-up Review 
By Katherine McFall and Alia Bell 

 
“Minecraft Marvels” at the Museum of Life and Science - reviewed by Caelen Ewing 
https://www.lifeandscience.org/summer-camp 
 
Minecraft Marvels is a week-long camp at the Museum of Life and Science that is focused on exploring the realm of the 
video game Minecraft.  Some of the kids at the camp were plain beginners.  Some of the kids were advanced players. 
For a week, all the kids were in teams of two or three, with one laptop for each team.  The one thing that could have been 
better was if every kid had a laptop, but this way teams got to know each other.  The counselors set up challenges and 
realms for the kids each day to complete and explore. The coolest thing we did was an “underground challenge” when we 
had 24 “Minecraft hours” to gather supplies before being teleported underground.  At the end of the week, the kids had a 
“free build” time when they would build whatever they wanted before showing it off to the parents.  Campers had to bring 
their own water bottles and lunches, or else buy a bagged lunch.  Campers ate in the main Museum building, and there 
was one period each day when campers did not work on Minecraft but instead played outside.  This is the perfect camp 
for kids who like video games.   The camp is for kids going into 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade, and is co-ed:  there were a few girls 
in my session, but there are also sessions of Minecraft camp just for girls.  This is my favorite camp of all the ones I went 
to, and I’ve gone for the past three years.  
 
Schoolhouse of Wonder in Cary - reviewed by Katherine McFall 
https://schoolhouseofwonder.org/wake-county/camps/summer-camps/umstead-amphitheater/ 
 
Schoolhouse of Wonder is an outdoor camp.  Campers go hiking and get to go off-trail with their group.  They have 
special meeting places for each group in the woods.  Campers get to play in the creek every day.  There were rocks, fish, 
water skeeters, and sometimes tadpoles in the creek.  Every kid had to bring a swimsuit, lunch, water, and a change of 
clothes every day.  Older campers got to stay all day; campers who were 7 or younger had the choice of a half-day camp. 
My favorite part of the camp was hiking, singing songs,  telling stories, and touching snakes on our way to the creek.  
 
Fayetteville Street Elementary School(DPS Central Services Summer Program) - by Alia Bell 
http://fayettevillest.dpsnc.net/pages/Fayetteville_Street_Elementary  
 
This camp was an indoor all-day camp.  While we were at the main site, we had classes in math and reading. We had 
“specials” such as art and music.  We also got to go on field trips.  We went to the beach, we went to Washington DC and 
saw the National History Museum, and we went to a swimming pool.  Campers were 1st graders to rising 5th graders.   I 
went to this camp for almost the whole summer.   My favorite part of the camp was the field trips, especially the trip to 
Washington DC!  
 
Sportsplex Kidsplex Summer Camp - by Priscila Crisanto 
http://www.trianglesportsplex.com/child-care-camps/kidsplex-summer-camp 
 
Sportsplex is a summer camp that takes place both indoors and outdoors.  They have a lot of activities, including 
swimming, ice skating, and karate. The camp supplies skates, food, field trip transportation and more. You would have to 
bring your bathing suit for swimming. Also, they have arts and crafts like clay art, painting and lots more, and campers get 
to play outside on a playground.  Last year, we went on some field trips: Wheels Fun Park, the movies, the Museum of 
Life and Science, and lots  more.  You can bring your own lunch or buy lunch at the cafeteria, where they serve pizza and 
a lot of other yummy choices.  There is a group for younger kids and one for older kids up to 5th grade. I went there the 
whole summer.  My favorite part of this camp was swimming in the huge pool and ice skating in the summer!  
 

Thank you to our anonymous donor for supplying the paper for this issue and more! 
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