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Winter Celebrations 

By Phoebe Artin, with Derek Arkenberg and Alia Bell 
Christmas 
Christmas celebrates a historical event from the time between A.D. and B.C., when Christ was born. HIstorians are not 
sure when he was actually born, but the holiday is celebrated on December 25th. On Christmas many people open 
presents, but most families believe that Christmas is about giving, not getting. Many families have traditional foods, music, 
and decorations that are part of their celebrations. 
 
Hanukkah 
Imagine lighting a small candle that you thought would only last one night but then a miracle happened:  it lasted eight 
nights!  The history of Hanukkah goes back to when the Jews were ruled by the Greeks during the second century B.C. 
The Jews were not allowed to study Torah because the Greek King wanted them to believe in the Greek Gods. The Jews 
would study the Torah in secret (the Jewish bible), then when the Greek soldiers came, Jews would hide their studies and 
play dreidel. This is a game that is played with a small top that you spin, along with gelt, which are chocolate coins 
wrapped in foil. Then the Greek king decided he wanted to fight the Jews, but the Jews didn’t have an army. There was a 
man named Judah Maccabee. He made an army of about 15 Jews. Somehow the Jews, also known as the Maccabees, 
won against the big Greek army. The Jews went to their holy temple and found an oil canister they thought would only last 
for one night, but lasted for eight. On Hanukkah you eat greasy foods. One is latkes, which are potato pancakes made 
with potatoes, onions, and eggs. Another is called sufganiyot, which are basically just jelly donuts. On Hanukkah you also 
light a menorah, which is a candle holder with nine holes. Chag Hanukkah Sameach, or Happy Hanukkah! 
 
Kwanzaa 
Kwanzaa is celebrated by some African-Americans. The colors of Kwanzaa are black, red, and green. Black represents 
the people, red represents the blood, and green represents Africa’s land. Kwanzaa is celebrated  December 26 - January 
1, which is seven days. Kwanzaa is not a religious holiday, although some people do celebrate it at church. The 
celebrations include drums, African dancing, poetry, and story-telling. The people who celebrate Kwanzaa are given a big 
feast called Karamu on December 31. Some foods that they would eat are cheese grits, fish patties, black-eyed peas, and 
mustard greens. Kwanzaa was created in 1966. The name Kwanzaa comes from a Swahili phrase “matunda ya kwanza,” 
which means first fruits of the harvest.  
 

Comic: Doggy Troubles 
By Ava Nichols

 
 

 



 
 

Upcoming Events 
❏ Feb. 6: 3rd-5th Testing night at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Media Center 
❏ Feb. 11: Eagle Buck Store for K and 1st 

❏ Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day 
❏ Feb. 16: Progress reports go home 
❏ Feb. 28: Early release day 

 
Help Us Read One Million Minutes!!! 

So far Hope Valley Elementary students have read 
249,042 minutes this year. Our goal is one million! Keep 

reading and logging those minutes. 

 
 

More Information on Testing Night 
“In this class, parents will learn how to better support their 
students in test preparation. COntent will include strategies 

to help prepare for tests, a description of how students 
actually learn… the psychology of testing, and test-day 

tips… This information will help parents and students feel 
more confident and less stressed about test-taking.” The 
class will be taught by a staff member from the Office of 

Community Education and Family Engagement.  
 

5:30-7:00 p.m., Media Center, Feb. 6. 

 

Fifth Graders Go Nuts for Nutcracker  
By Priscila Crisanto  

 
Fifth Graders went to DPAC to watch the Nutcracker 

ballet! Every December, DPAC puts on this play to add 
festivity and joy to the holiday season. You are probably 
familiar with the story of a young girl who receives a 
magical nutcracker that takes her on a enchanted 
adventure.The Fifth Graders who watched this 
performance really seemed to like it.  There were so many 
details and tricks in every scene that this production had 
its own way to dazzle.  I would heartily recommend 
everyone attend the DPAC Nutcracker -- it was a great 
way to spend the last days of school before winter break, 
and to wrap up 2017! 

Flakes! 
By Nathan Creech 

 
The second grade put on a production called “Flakes” 

last December, and the musical was very fun to watch and 
to listen to. I thought that the production was pretty cool. 
All of the second grade students participated, and 
Mrs.Walker directed the production.  

When I went to the production, I thought that all the 
performers were singing in tune, everyone had their lines 
memorized, and Mrs. Walker did a great job organizing the 
production. One of the best songs was “One In a Million.” 
When I left, I was happy, and thought that the show was 
awesome. 

 
Math Problem Winter Edition 

 
It snowed 8 inches in Durham!  Allison was hired to shovel 
a sidewalk that is 6 feet long and 4 feet wide.  She gets 
paid $3 for every cubic foot of snow she shovels.  How 
much money did she earn for shoveling this sidewalk? 

Math Problem Solutions  
 
Problem #1: Create a magic square by using each of the 
following sixteen numbers once: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.  Each 
row and each column and the two main diagonals 
should total 34. 

1 15 14 4 

 12 6 7 9 

8 10 11 5 

13 3 2 16 

 
Problem #2: Alex spent 3/7 of his money.  He gave 1/4 
of the remainder to his sister.  He had $120 left.  How 
much money did he have in the beginning? Before he 
gave money to his sister, he had $160.  $160 was 4/7 of 
his original money, since he spent 3/7 of it.  Therefore, 
the amount he started with was ($160 / 4 x 7) = $280. 
 
Bonus Math Problem Solution 
If we publish every three weeks starting on December 8th, 
how many newspaper issues will come out in the 
2017-2018 school year?   We assume for this problem that 
we are counting all weeks, without worrying about holidays 
or snow days.  In that case, there would be 9 issues 
before the end of school on June 7th.  In real life, we won’t 
have that many because of holidays, snow days, and 
spring break. 
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Bedoya’s Back! 

By Katherine McFall and Harper Mooney 

 
Ms. Bedoya with Gregorio 

 
Durham Public Schools has a parental leave policy that 
allows teachers to take up to one year off without pay to 
care for a baby, or to use their sick days and vacation 
days. Some teachers need donations of sick days or 
vacation days in order to take time off to care for their 
babies.  
 
Ms. Bedoya is a fourth grade math and science teacher 
at Hope Valley.  She has taught here seven years. She 
recently was on parental leave, and has just come back 
to work.  Her students say that she is patient and a great 
math teacher, and they are so glad to have her back! 
KCP asked her about the experience of being a working 
mom. 
 
KCP: Do you miss your children while you’re at work? 
Ms. Bedoya: Yes, I miss them like crazy! 
KCP: Do you teach your children math and science at 
home? 
Ms. B: My three year old helps me cook, and that 
involves measuring. We do science when we go on 
walks. 
KCP: Do you use math not only in a classroom, but also 
while doing things as a mom? 
Ms. B: Yes, I use math when I go grocery shopping, and 
to check the clock before my kids’ bedtimes. 
KCP: Do you wish you were still on maternity leave? 
Ms. B: Yes, because I miss my baby boy and I want to 
be with him. 
KCP: We are so glad to have you back teaching math 
and science! 
 
 

The Talent Show Returns!  
By Shannon Wylie and Nora Joyner 

 
The talent show has returned at Hope Valley and we are 
so excited! We interviewed Mrs.Tate and Mrs. 
Bloodworth about the Talent Show Auditions: 
 
KCP: How many people auditioned for the Talent Show 
this year? 
Mrs. Bloodworth: We had 75 people audition, each with 
a special talent. 
KCP: How many acts will there be? 
Mrs. Bloodworth: We had decided on 38 acts, but are 
worried that is too much. We are thinking that we will 
make it 35 instead. We don’t want people to have too 
long a (performing) time. 
KCP:Are you scared of bad talent? 
Mrs. Bloodworth: I don’t think that there is bad talent. 
I’m just worried that people will come unprepared and 
then all of their hard work will be down the drain. 
Mrs. Tate: I also don’t think there is such a thing as bad 
talent. 
 
We also interviewed a fourth grade student, Mckenna 
Zentz whose talent is was the Cup Song from the movie 
“Pitch Perfect”: 
 
KCP: Did you audition by yourself or with a friend? 
Mckenna Z: I auditioned with a friend (that friend was 
Nora Joyner, co-writer of this article) 
KCP: Were you nervous when you auditioned? 
Mckenna Z: Yes! Big time!  
 
The auditions took place in the Music Room, with three 
judges, along with other people in the same grade level 
waiting to try out. Some people found that to be difficult. 
But now that all the auditions are over, the practices 
begin and we will see you at the talent show!  
 

 

Congratulations to 
Phoebe Artin, 2018 Hope 
Valley Spelling Bee 
Champion.  Phoebe also 
won last year’s bee.  Best 
of luck to her at the 
Regional Bee, which will 
take place March 17th at 
Riverside High School. 
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Monday for Martin:  Why We Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
By Jalynn Jacole Brandon, with Keeley McCabe and Alia Bell 

 
Why did we not have school on Monday, January 15th?  Some students might not know that this holiday is actually a 

day in honor of a great Civil Rights leader who changed how everyone in America lives.  The holiday was established in 
1986, when President Ronald Reagan declared that the third Monday in January would commemorate Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  The holiday falls near his birthday, which was January 15, 1929. 

Dr. King worked to eliminate segregation and discrimination in America. Discrimination means people are treated 
unfairly  based on who they are, including the color of their skin.  Segregation means people are kept apart based on their 
race, ethnicity, or color of their skin.  Dr. King believed all people should come together, should not have limited 
opportunities because of race, and that segregation was morally wrong.  

He gave his most famous speech in Washington D.C. in 1963, called “I Have a Dream”; this is the speech where he 
said he dreamed of a time when his children would not be judged by the color of their skin “but by the content of their 
character.”  Dr. King taught people how to protest in non-violent ways, which helped change the laws in America. 

He was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee.  Dr. King’s work matters to us because we like to have 
diverse friends; we know that our school is stronger because of this diversity.  We don’t want to have to live in a place that 
has segregation in its restaurants and bathrooms.  Dr. King inspired people during his life, and we are still inspired by him. 
Next year on MLK day, take a minute to think about Dr. King and how his life affected ours.  

 
 

FICTION FEATURE 
 

This section celebrates writers at Hope Valley.  
 

Into the Woods:  A Not-So-Short Story  
By Madeline Roper 

 
My name is Megan.  Some strange things have happened in the woods behind my house, like the Bigfoot sighting and 

that time the aliens landed. But the weirdest of all started with my dog, Buster.  Buster ran into the woods one cold 
February day.  I followed him.  After running for about 45 minutes, I saw a sign that said “Welcome to Mew York, USA. 
Meow!”  I looked past the sign.  I saw a city filled with cats.  One was selling hot dogs.  Another was driving a car.  I 
looked through a window and saw cats in business suits typing on computers.  

Just then, a news van drove over.  A news cat came out.  He said, “Why did you bring this terrifying creature here?”  
I said, “Oh!  You mean Buster.  He ran here.  I followed him.”  
The news cat said, “Well, if you leave us in peace and take him to North Dogkota, that would be great.”  
“Of course!”  I thought. “I must be a giant to them.”  I went home.  
My mother said. “Megan! Where have you been?”  I told her I was exploring the woods.  Even now, I can sometimes 

see a cat running through the trees, deep in the woods. 
 
 

Our First-Ever Contest 
 

Kids Can Press is having a short story contest! We will be accepting stories from every grade level.  All stories are due by 
February 21st and must include your name, grade, and a proper title for your story. There will be three turn-in boxes --one 
in each hall, or you can turn in your story to Gemma McCabe (5th grade / Ms. King).  
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