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Editorial: Terrible Tests! 

By Caelen Ewing and Ava Nichols 
 
So, test prep. Does any student really enjoy it?  Does it really have to be this way? We could try to make this unpleasant 
thing more fun.  One idea would be to do test prep in longer tests, but to have more time between each test. Right now, 
we have one every week. Changing to longer, but fewer, tests would give students more time to prepare and allow them 
to take breaks and relax mentally before the next one. Another solution would be to combine test prep in different subjects 
into a single, normal test that covers all three subjects in one class period. This would shrink the number of tests to a 
minimum and retain the ability for teachers to see where we are in all subjects. For example, combine math and reading 
into one shorter test. The last idea is to eliminate test prep altogether. This may seem too good to be true, but test prep 
drains class time where teachers could help teach and reinforce the  information we are actually supposed to be learning.  

According to a 2015 major research study from the Council of Great City Schools and reported in The Washington 
Post, countries that outperform the U.S. on international standardized tests only give students tests three times over their 
K-12 career! Students in the U.S. take an average of 112 standardized tests in their K-12 years.  This study says that all 
those standardized tests aren’t helping us do any better.  All of you students who worry about the teachers loving test 
prep too much:  don’t. It’s not a problem. In fact, according to The Atlantic, 81% of teachers in the U.S. also believe in less 
testing. In my opinion, three times for tests over our whole career seems like a good number.  

According to EdWeek, tests used to evaluate students are also being used to evaluate teachers, even though they 
weren’t designed for that. As explained in an article called “Test Scores and Teacher Evals” published by The 74 Million, 
standardized tests do not provide enough basis to evaluate teachers accurately.  My belief is that it’s unfair to evaluate a 
teacher on the basis of a student who might be refusing to learn or have some other reason why this material challenges 
them.  This is why there should not be so many tests used to evaluate teachers. 

Also, when asked why test prep happens, teachers might say it is to see if we know the information they are teaching 
us, and to help us get ready for the actual test. Well, we already have classroom work that shows if we know the material, 
so this is information they already have. The tests seem to be just stress-inducing  and redundant evaluation, and we 
would rather the time was spent on new learning and exciting projects.  
 

Spring Holidays 
By Nadia White and Katherine McFall 

 
Spring is the season when the earth wakes up, which is why there are some very special holidays that time of year. 
Almost every religion, along with many cultures, celebrate during Spring. Easter is celebrated by Christians as the day of 
Jesus Christ's resurrection.  According to the Gospel of John in the New Testament,  Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
where Jesus was buried and found it empty. An angel told her that Jesus had risen.  Passover is celebrated by Jews 
because it celebrates when the Jews were freed from enslavement in Egypt. It is celebrated in Israel and America.  Saint 
Patrick’s Day is celebrated on almost every continent.  This started in Ireland and was brought to America by Irish 
immigrants. Homesick, they brought their traditions to their new home. Mother's Day is celebrated world wide, usually in 
May.  This day is to honor mothers around the world because they rock! El Cinco de Mayo is celebrated on May 5th by 
Mexicans to honor the Mexican Army’s unlikely victory over the French Empire. The Spring Equinox is when the length 
of day and night is nearly equal in all parts of the world. It is celebrated on March 20 at 12:15. And finally, Memorial Day, 
which marks both the end of Spring and beginning of Summer,  is celebrated in America to honor the people who died 
during wartime fighting for us. It was originally called Decoration Day. It originated in the years following the Civil War 
and became an official holiday in 1971.  The spring holidays span many diverse cultures, religions, and traditions, marking 
historical events as well as the seasonal change of the earth.  
 
Correction: In Issue #3, the article “Ruby Bridges: A Child Who Persevered” was co-authored by Katherine McFall and 
Harper Mooney. Harper’s name was inadvertently omitted from the byline. 

 



Upcoming Events 
❏ April 28: Family Fun Fest 
❏ April 30: Yearbook orders due 
❏ May 2-3: Field Days 
❏ May 9: Multicultural Night 

 
Help Us Read One Million Minutes!!! 
So far Hope Valley Elementary students have 
read 570,255 minutes this year. Our goal is 
one million! Keep reading and logging those 

minutes. 

Math Problems for Everyone! 
K-1st: Kate has two melons, then she buys five more.  How many 
does she have now? 
 
2nd-3rd: John starts with 2 grapes.  He then buys 5 times as many 
grapes as he had before and adds them to his bowl.  Then he eats 6 
grapes.  How many does he have left? 
 
4th-5th:  Mr. Miller ordered new whiteboards for a classroom. They 
are 1.5 meters tall and 4  1/3 meters long.  There are two boards in 
the room.  How many square meters of writing space does the 
teacher have?  

 
Nevertheless She Persisted 

By Phoebe Artin 
 

Women’s History Month grew out of a weeklong celebration organized by the school district of Sonoma, CA, in 1978. 
Presentations at dozens of schools were done about it. Many students also participated in a ¨Real Woman¨ essay contest, 
and a parade was held in Santa Rosa, CA. In 1980 President Carter issued a Presidential Proclamation declaring the 
week of March 8th National Women's History Week. We now celebrate it for the entire month of March.  Here are some 
women who are being honored this year by the National Women's History Project: 
 

● Susan Burton 
●  Margaret Dunkle  
● Geraldine  Ferraro  
● Jill  Moss Greenburg  

● Roma Guy  
● Sara  Jayarman  
● Cristina  Jimenez 
● Marty  Langelar  

● Pat Maginnis  
● Arlene  B. Mayerson  
● Pauli  Murray  
● Elizabeth Peratrovich  

● Lorreta J. Ross  
● Angelica Salas  
● Linda  Spoonster 

Schwartz  

Many other individual women have also spoken up for themselves and important rights this year.  One of those is U.S. 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, who has inspired many girls and women.  

On February 7th, 2018, the United States Senate debated the confirmation of Senator Jeff Sessions of Alabama to 
become Attorney General. Senator Elizabeth Warren started to read a letter from Coretta Scott King, written in 1986, 
regarding Senator Sessions being appointed to a federal judgeship. In the letter, King states that “Mr. Sessions has used 
the awesome powers of his office in a shabby attempt to intimidate and frighten elderly black voters.”  “Anyone who has 
used the power of his office as United States Attorney to intimidate and chill the free exercise of the ballot by citizens 
should not be elevated to our courts,” King wrote in the cover page of her nine-page letter opposing Sessions’s 
nomination.  Senator Warren was then interrupted by the Senate Chair, who said she was violating a senate rule that 
prohibits a senator from bad-mouthing another senator. Then the Senate voted not to let her go on. The phrase 
“Nevertheless She Persisted” came from a quote from Senator Mitch McConnell, “She had appeared to violate the rule. 
She was warned. She was given an explanation. Nevertheless she persisted.” 

After this moment,  the phrase took off. Since then many people have tweeted pictures of Malala Yousafzai, Rosa 
Parks, Marie Curie, and Hillary Clinton, using the phrase, “She was warned. She was given an explanation. Nevertheless 
she persisted.” In my opinion I think that is amazing. I am so glad that women in this country are standing up for their 
rights and making their voices heard. 

In conclusion, I hope that you speak up  just like Elizabeth Warren. Thanks, President Carter, for making Women’s 
History Month.  

Comic 
By Tyler Willson 
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In the News: Teacher’s Gun Grief 
By Ava Nichols  

 
Because of the recent school shootings, the President of 
the United States called for teachers to carry firearms, or 
guns. This is supposed to be for protection, but it could also 
cause a lot of problems. For one, teachers may not know 
how to use a gun, which could result in unintended 
disasters. But hey, this isn't all about the teachers. This is 
still about the children IN the classes. Children may feel 
uncomfortable knowing that a teacher with whom they may 
spend up to 6 hours each day, has a firearm. And, what if 
someone broke into the school and was able to take and 
use those very guns. The teachers would be rendered 
defenseless, and the assailant would then have MULTIPLE 
firearms.  

People may think that teachers with guns would 
automatically be able to prevent children from being hurt, 
but that’s not entirely true. There was an attack on Fort 
Hood, a military base, in 2009. All of the people there were 
specially trained with guns, and fully capable of defending 
themselves.  And yet, 13 people were killed, and 30 injured. 
What do you think would happen if inexperienced teachers 
and students were attacked? 

 President Trump has described unarmed schools as 
being like an ice-cream stand to would-be school shooters, 
“That’s like, here I am, take me.”  And to him, this potential 
new law may seem like a good idea, but it has many flaws. I 
interviewed Phoebe Artin,  a fourth-grade student at this 
school about her feelings.  

 
TEP: Would you feel safe with your teacher carrying a gun? 
Phoebe: Probably not. 
TEP: Would the guns in the school make you feel better or 
worse? 
Phoebe: It depends on the situation. If there was something 
going on, I would feel better about (teachers) having guns, 
but if random people were carrying them around for no 
reason, it would not feel good. 
 TEP: Do you have any other opinions on this potential new 
law? 
Phoebe: I just think that the potential new law is not good. I 
would be scared if I saw a teacher in my classroom carrying 
a gun. 

March Madness! 
By Harper Mooney  

 
Do people really go mad during March Madness? In case 
you didn’t know, this is the name given to the NCAA 
(college) basketball tournament, held throughout March.  

 Sixty-eight teams qualified to play during this year’s 
tournament. The first game after Selection Sunday took 
place in Dayton, Ohio, on March 13th. After that, the four 
winning teams moved on to the first official round of the 
tournament. 

On March 15th and 16th, 64 different teams competed 
in this round in Boise, Charlotte, Dallas, Detroit, Nashville, 
Pittsburg, San Diego, and Wichita.  

Duke, UNC, NC State, and NC Central all made the 
tournament this year.  NC Central  and NC State both lost 
in their first games.  UNC lost in the second round.  Duke 
made it to the Final Four, but got beat by Kansas. 
This year most people’s predictions for who would win each 
round were wrong. The championship game was between 
Villanova and Michigan. The viewing of this game was 
down 28% compared to last year’s championship, so it 
appears to have been less exciting to the public. The 
winning team was Villanova from Pennsylvania! But with no 
local team in the championship, Durham might not have 
cared as much.  

 
Family Fun Fest Is a Go 

By Nora Joyner and Gemma McCabe 
 

The Eagle Press interviewed Ms. Rebecca Joyner, who is 
organizing Family Fun Fest this year. 
 
TEP: What day is the Family Fun Fest? 
Ms. Joyner: April 28th 2018 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
TEP: What are some things that are not returning this year? 
Ms. Joyner: Unfortunately we may not have a magician this 
year  
TEP: What are some new things that are coming? 
Ms. Joyner: A water game with teachers, and you can also 
order the yearbook at the Family Fun Fest.  
TEP: Is Mr. Newton coming back with his band? The 
students loved hearing the band in past years! 
Ms. Joyner: Sadly he is not this year. 
TEP: What are some of the game prizes? 
Ms. Joyner: We are having Emoji tattoos and lollipops, but 
we are still unsure of some others. 
TEP: How much will the tickets cost? 
Ms. Joyner: They will come in $2, $10, and $20 increments 
They are on sale April 25th, 26th, and 27th in the lobby 
from 8:00-8:30 a.m.  
TEP: What are the raffle prizes? 
Ms. Joyner: We will have Durham bulls tickets, a round of 
golf at Treyburn Country Club, Carolina Panthers 
memorabilia, an American Girl doll, and much more!  

We hope you enjoy Family Fun Fest. It is a very fun 
tradition that brings our school together, and it is a amazing 
way to help the PTA earn money that is used by our school 
for important activities all year long. We think it will be a 
very big hit.  

 
A Math Problem about Math Problems  

Solution 
A 5th grader named Math Matitia has to do test prep four 
times a week. On Mondays, she does a short test with 9 
math problems. On Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 
she does a long test with three times as many math 
problems on each day as the Monday version. How many 
math problems did Math Matitia do in four  weeks? On 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, she does 9x3 
problems each day, which is 27 problems.  So in one week, 
she does 9+27+27+27 = 90 problems.  In four weeks she 
does 90x4 problems.  90 x 4 = 360.  Math Matitia does 360 
problems total in four weeks. 
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Terrific and Terrible Trailers 
By Madeline Roper 

 
Hope Valley Elementary holds a special place in the history 
of Durham Public Schools, all the way back to the 1920s. 
The current building opened in 1999.  Look at this Google 
Earth Historical  Image from March 2002.  You can see 
eight mobile units, which we call “the trailers.”  Seven of 
those are still at the school; one new one has been added. 
The City of Durham’s Comprehensive Plan, updated in 
2012, says that “mobile classrooms provide valuable 
temporary space..., but they cannot match the quality of 
educational environment that can be established in 
permanent buildings.”  

The fifth graders have class in trailers. Three fifth-grade 
students describe being in the trailers and out of the main 
building as horrible, free but cramped, and unfair. The 
trailers are close to recess and the cafeteria, so kids there 
don’t have to walk as far.  They also aren’t really bothered 
by kids being loud in the hallways. On the other hand, 
trailers are far away from most of the specials. They are 
also far away from the bathroom.  Kids have to go outside 
between classes, sometimes in the rain or cold. Trailers are 
also smaller than classrooms in the building. People in 
trailers sometimes have to wait outside in the cold for 
another class to leave a trailer before they can go in. 

I think trailers are a good thing. They give kids freedom 
from being inside all day. When kids are in the trailers they 
can sometimes be louder than they could be in the building. 
Also kids in the trailers can feel the sunshine when they are 
changing classes. Depending on who you ask, trailers can 
be a bad thing, or they can be a good thing. 

 
Class Size 

 By Priscila Crisanto, Keeley McCabe, and Alia Bell 
 
We’ve all been crowded in a classroom before, perhaps 
daily, but have you ever wondered why are we so crowded? 
We went to each classroom to get information on how many 
students were in each.  In kindergarten, Ms. Adams has 21 
kids; Ms. Walker’s first grade has 19 kids; Ms. Lenz’s 
second grade has 20 kids;  Mr. Davis’s third grade has 19 
kids. Ms. Gilmore has 17 kids, and Ms. Stancil has 26 kids. 
Based on this information, fifth grade has the most students 
per class! In total, we have 87 staff members in this school 
including the principals and the people in the office. We 
have 631 kids in this school. We think more teachers would 
allow fewer students in each class, but it would be harder to 
pay more teachers. With this in mind we might be getting 
smaller classes sometime soon! 

Million Minutes 
By Meah Lake 

 
Every Friday parents get a phone call about students’ 
“Minutes Read.” The call is from Ms.Tate about a big 
project at our school: to read 1,000,000 minutes this school 
year! 

Reading is very good for students.  Continental Press 
say that 20 minutes of reading per day exposes readers to 
1.8 million words per year. Reading every day improves 
focus and concentration, reduces stress, and results in 
better writing skills. Reading also improves creativity.  

We interviewed Principal.Tate about the Million Minutes 
project. 
TEP: What are we reading 1 million minutes for? 
Ms.Tate: To encourage students to read at home. 
TEP: Is there a goal for each grade? 
Ms.Tate: If every class reads 32,258 minutes, we can reach 
our goal. 

We also interviewed Ms. McFall, a parent of  three kids, 
including a second grader and a fourth grader.  
TEP: Do you like the million minutes project? 
Ms.McFall: Yes, I the concept of the project. 
TEP: How do you help your kids do their reading? 
Ms. McFall: I just encourage them to read at least 20 
minutes every day after school, and we tend to read as a 
family before bed time. My older two read in bed as well. 
TEP: How has it affected your family? 
 Ms. McFall: It has encourage my kids to read more, but 
remembering to record the minutes has proven to be a 
challenge. 

Every student has a reading log or place to write down 
what we read and how long we read.  Hope Valley has 
been working to read a million minutes each year for 
several years now.  Let’s make this the year we reach the 
goal! 
 

Reflections: It’s the Little Things in Life 
By Shannon Wylie 

 
I am a small person. In my experience, there are good 
things, along with bad things, about being small. Please 
stay seated for the entire performance, just because it 
makes me feel taller. 
Pros: 1) You can be carried easily. This may not seem very 
nice, but it can be really fun. It’s an excuse to jump on 
people and yell: “CARRY ME, PEASANTS!”  I speak from 
experience. 2) You always win in Hide and Seek. 3) You 
are always in the front row in the class picture.  It’s the little 
things in life: If you like being the star of the class, this is the 
go-to height for you! 
Cons: 1) The teasing and the jokes. If you are small, you 
will be judged on your height. It apparently makes others 
feel better about their tall selves. 2) Clothing. Finding 
clothes is really hard. Everything always has to go to the 
tailors, which costs money. Being small is expensive! 3) 
Field trips and theatres. If you are in the back of the crowd, 
you can never see anything!  I just try to get buddied up 
with a tall person so they can lift me to see. 
I am small and will always be small, and I’m proud of that. 
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