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Editorial: A Paper Makes a Difference 
By Caelen Ewing 

 

When I started this newspaper as a fourth grader, it was small. We ran it with one classroom’s students, and the 
articles were short.  We were creative writers, but we couldn’t write longer articles and essays yet. It was fun, though. The 
paper gave us a voice, even if it was small.  So we kept at it. 

As our first year rolled on, we got better, the stories got deeper, and we got more interested in what the paper could 
be.  My teachers encouraged me to keep my role as editor going. As we progressed we had trouble formatting, so my mom 
stepped in and taught us how. We kept writing until the end of the year, and during this time we became organized and fell 
into more formal staff positions. Then, summer break came.       

When we came back to school for 2017-2018 as fifth graders, we all tried to start it back up. The beginning was 
chaotic when I tried to organize the staff, but as we got used to the tasks and workflow, the paper started functioning more 
smoothly. We didn't have some of the old writers, and that hurt our writing flow, but we worked through the challenges, and 
new students stepped up and learned new skills. We kept improving, and we even wrote about controversial topics. I am 
proud that the paper covered the class-size law last year; this year's bus and gerrymandering articles were great, along 
with tax tragedy coverage. We wrote fiction and nonfiction; we held a contest for student writers.  Those articles felt 
amazing, to have a chance for people to read what we really cared about.  For kids, we actually made a difference. That 
was important to us. This is why I hope the newspaper continues. It will be up to students who are now in younger grades 
to decide if they will invest in keeping it going, and if it’s important to them to have a voice in their school.   

I hope the next editor to whom I pass the newspaper uses it well and keeps improving the paper to make our school a 
better place. Thank you all for reading!    

 

5th Grade Promotion Ceremony  
By Gemma McCabe and Priscila Crisanto  

 
Middle school is right around the corner for the 2018 5th 
graders. To make sure you know all about the big events this 
week, The Eagle Press has interviewed members of the 5th 
grade teaching team (Ms. Harris, Ms. Jones, and Ms. King) 
about the Promotion Ceremony, which most of us call 
“Graduation.” 
 

EP: Where and when will Graduation be held? 
5th grade: It will be held on June 7th at 9 a.m. in the gym.   
EP: Will there be any performances? 
5th grade: Yes, there will be some singing done by some of 
the students and a slideshow of photographs. 
EP: Will there be any student volunteers? 
5th grade: 4th grade students will be ushers. 
EP: How many people are expected to attend? 
5th grade: Around 400.  Please remember that everyone 
attending must have a ticket.  Tickets will be sent home with 
the 5th grade students the day before the event. 
E.P: Will there be a reception? 
5th grade: Yes (and there will be cake)! 
E.P: What is the dress code? 

5th grade: Girls must wear white dresses, skirts, or 
pantsuits. Boys must wear a white collared shirt and nice 
pants (ties are optional). Both must wear dress shoes.   
 

Swimming Fees (A Summer Math Problem) 
By Ava Nichols and staff 

 
Johnny goes to the pool 49 times during the whole summer 
and stays 2 ¼ hours each time.  The pool charges him $6.99 
(no tax) for each hour he goes.  However, he gets a discount 
of 30 dollars off the total price because he helps at the snack 
bar.  How much does his pool habit cost in total? 
 

Yearbook Reflections 
By Nathan Creech 

 

The PTA sold yearbooks full of pictures and memories this 
year, produced by Strawbridge Studios, the same company 
that takes our school pictures.  This yearbook gets a mixed 
review.  There were misspelled names and some picture “fails.” 
But there were some upsides to it as well.  There were a lot of 
decent (and some really good) photos, and a great cover 
design by Schuyler Williams.  Overall, we are glad to have the 
yearbook to store some of our memories from this year.  
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Shout-Out to the New Teachers 
By Phoebe Artin and Katherine McFall 

  
Every year new teachers join Hope Valley’s family. We 
interviewed two of them, Ms. Gilmore (4th grade), and Ms. 
Bailey, (1st grade). We wanted to send a shout-out for all of 
their hard work in their first year of teaching at a new school.  
 
EP: Have you ever taught before this year? 
Ms. Gilmore: No, this is my first year teaching. Before 
starting at Hope Valley, I did student teaching in 1st and 4th 
grade for 3 months each.  
Ms. Bailey: No, but I have done student teaching in 
elementary schools.  
EP: What college did you go to? 
Ms. G: Shenandoah University, in Shenandoah Valley, 
Virginia.  
Ms. B: Elon University, in Burlington, North Carolina 
EP: What do you think of Hope Valley’s teaching system? 
Ms. G:  I like it. I would like better if we would get to know all 
of the teachers, not just the ones in our grade.  
Ms. B: I really liked it!  II was excited to work with the diverse 
population in the first grade team, and they gave me a 
teacher mentor.  
EP: Is there anything you really liked and are planning on 
using next year? 
Ms. G: I love choice boards, where you get to pick what you 
are doing. Also, I love my writing units. One that I am really 
excited about is called Write Your Own Novel.  
Ms. B: I found that my favorite thing to teach is science. 
EP: Are you planning to try anything new next year? 
Ms. G: Yes, I am doing a new hands-on guided reading 
system. You get to build a lego building. You get more lego 
pieces when you add parts.  
Ms. B: I want to try a new goal-setting method, so students 
can work on the goals throughout the year.  
EP: Did anything surprise you this year? 
Ms. G: Definitely the field trips! We never went to Sky Zone!  
We always went to the zoo and museums [when I was a 
student]. I think how all my students grew as people. 
Ms. B:  Oh yes!  Teacher education programs help, but so 
many things you learn in the classroom.  You learn how 
students grow.  Students constantly teach me new things. 
EP: Is there anything else you would like to add? 
Ms. G: I am really excited to see what next year brings.  
Ms. B:  I think teaching is a great profession.  It can be hard 
but really enjoyable.  I wake up every morning excited to 
come to school. 
 

EOG’s: The “Meh” Experience  
By Harper Mooney & Nora Joyner 

 
Since End of Grade Exams (EOGs) are still in our recent 
memory, we set out to explore EOG pros and cons. We 
asked a parent, a teacher, a counselor, and the principal for 
their perspectives on the EOGs.  
Ms. Stinnett (a fourth grade parent): I think it’s a good way to 
see what students have learned over the course of the 
school year. 

Ms. Byrd (fourth grade teacher): I think the EOGs are one 
test on one day to show what a student has learned over an 
entire year, but it can stress out the students and teachers. 
The EOGs are important, but I think not a true measure of 
what a student has learned over an entire year. 
Principal Tate: I think the EOGs are a great way for a 
teacher to see how much content students have learned 
throughout the year. It is also a good way for students to see 
their progress. It helps us all identify areas of strength and 
areas we need to improve upon. 
Ms. Bloodworth (school counselor):  I’m a counselor, but I’m 
also the EOG testing coordinator and, personally, I think the 
EOGs take up time that I could be using to meet with 
students. Testing also costs a lot of money, and it’s not good 
for the environment. Another con is how the tests are 
designed, specifically how long they are. If students don’t do 
well, it can really damage their self-esteem. One pro is that it 
can help teachers know what areas to help their students 
improve. Also, testing is a part of life and you have to learn 
at some point how to tackle taking bigger tests. 
 
After gathering all these opinions, our own reflections include 
the following: 
Pros: 

● It is a good way for teachers to see how you´ve done. 
● You can see your score and if you have improved. 
● Your teachers can look and help you improve for your 

next EOG. 
Cons: 

● It can stress out or discourage the students. 
● It is a lot of work to put it all together, costs a lot of 

money, and takes a lot of time and organization.  
● It’s physically hard to sit through the long exam 

sessions for many students.  
 
Whether we like the EOGs or not, as Ms. Bloodworth says, 
they are a part of life and required by law, so our advice to 
fellow students is always do your best, and it’s not the end of 
the world if you don’t get the score you wanted. (You can still 
go to college.) 

 
Summer Activities 

By Giovani Dubon     
          

OMG, we're almost at the end of the year! Since we're 
about to get out of school, here are some ideas for summer 
activities.  

You could go to the beach and spend some time in the 
water, and spend time with family. Also, you could go to 
more exotic places such as a far-away National Park. You 
could also go to summer camps! You can go on field trips, 
play games at a park, or go the pool! Other things you could 
do include staying in your house and chilling, and maybe 
play video games. You could also see some relatives who 
might live in other countries and spend the whole summer 
exploring a different culture. I would probably want to do all 
of these activities because they sound like a lot of fun.  
Maybe you can go to a place where you can learn more -- 
oh, wait!  That will happen at any of these places.  And you’ll 
have fun at the same time.  
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A Principal’s Point of View 
By Shannon Wylie 

 
       Almost every quarter, we have the Eagle Buck store. 
There is a very special prize available that students can buy 
for 150 Eagle Bucks, and that is a chance to be Principal of 
the Day (PotD)!  
       We interviewed Katherine McFall and Harper Mooney 
about their experiences when they were the principals for the 
day: 
 
EP: What was your favorite part about being PotD? 
KM: Being able to be in charge and being able to miss class! 
HM: Getting to use the Walkie Talkies! 
EP: What did you learn from your experience? 
KM: That Ms. Tate has a hard job, especially walking around 
the school all day. It makes your feet hurt! 
HM: That you are really busy, especially on Fridays. 
EP: What were you most impressed by? 
KM: What different things the principal has to do that you 
don’t even think about. Also how fun it is! 
HM: How productive everyone is.  Nobody takes breaks. 
EP: Do you think it was worth the Eagle Bucks? 
KM: Yes, definitely! 
HM: Yes, it was. 
EP: Would you become a principal based on your 
experience? If so, why? 
KM: Yes, it would be an option because I would get to be 
around children and be in charge! 
HM: Yes, because I would get to be in charge.  
 
I also was Principal of the Day, and I say “Hats off to Ms. 
Tate” for everything that she does for all people in our 
school.   

5th Graders Reminisce 
 
Shannon Wylie: One of my reminiscences is doing All 
County Chorus with my friends. We had so much fun 
practicing and having fun together that when the 
performance came, we had forgotten all about our fears! 
Another one is when my friends, Gina and Gemma, and I 
were transitioning to class, we started making up songs 
about random things! One was about a squirrel taking one of 
my socks and me getting it back. We always ended up 
laughing. 
Gemma McCabe: I remember in kindergarten we made 
gingerbread houses for our families to eat during the 
holidays and I ate all of mine before I got home! In 3rd grade 
another kid and I would always get in trouble for reading 
during math to the point where our teacher would make us 
empty our backpacks of books and place them on a table in 
the back of the room. 
Caelen Ewing: My favorite day was the day we created a 
music video in Ms. Cliette’s 2nd grade.  We won a national 
contest with the video, Spiderman came to our school, and 
our school won school supplies and money!  In 1st grade, I 
wrote a book review about a batman book, and got to dress 
up as Batman to do my presentation.  

Ava Nichols: One thing that I really loved about Hope Valley 
is how happy everyone is.  When I was younger, I would 
walk into school upset and sure that I was going to have a 
bad day, and then everyone would smile at me and ask what 
they could do to make me feel better.  
Madeline Roper: I remember doing Battle of the Books, and 
it was fun to meet new people and read all those books.  My 
favorite BOB book was Wish, by Barbara O’Conner.    
 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
By Meah Lake 

 
There are many days in a year to celebrate people in our 

communities, including Mother’s Day to celebrate all the 
amazing moms, Veterans Day to honor people who served 
our country, and Memorial Day to remember people who 
died serving in our military.  But one week is especially to 
celebrate our teachers and show our appreciation for all they 
do.  This year the week had a theme for each day to help 
students think of good ways to celebrate their teachers.   

May 7 was “Make a card” day.  May 8 was “bring a 
snack or Office item.” May 9 was “Voice your thanks.” May 
10 was “Incorporate your teacher’s favorite color” day, and 
May 11 was “Enjoy your weekend and bring a small gift day.”   
If you haven't noticed, those all form an acronym, “MOVIE.” 
At Our school Teachers were appreciated A LOT! I asked 
three teachers what they thought about teacher appreciation 
week. 

Ms. Byrd: I enjoy teacher appreciation week, I loved 
receiving gifts, cards and notes from my students as well as 
the special treatment from PTA and our Principals. 

Mr. D: I felt that teacher appreciation week was well 
organized and well put together, students really got invested  
in the MOVIE theme by the PTA. Students really enjoy 
participating  in teacher appreciation week. 

Ms. Taylor: I felt like PTA did a great job organizing 
teacher appreciation week. I like to see the smiles on my 
students´ faces because they love appreciating teachers. 
 
Just because Teacher Appreciation Week is officially over 
doesn’t mean we have to stop telling them thank you and 
showing them how glad we are that they chose this career.  
 

Word Riddles  
By Jalynn Jacole Brandon 

 
Word riddles help you practice vocabulary and creative 
thinking. Let’s see if you can answer these correctly! 
 
WR1: Why can't a man living in New York be buried in 
Chicago? WR2: How can a man go eight days without 
sleep? WR3: A man is six feet tall, he is an assistant at a 
local deli, and he wears a size nine shoe. What does he 
weigh? WR4: What do these words have in common: 
Madam, Civic, Level? WR5: What five-letter word becomes 
shorter when you add two letters to it? WR6: What type of 
cheese is made backwards? 
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The Teddy Bear By Tyler Willson and Nathan Creech 

 

 
Did We Read One Million Minutes? Hope Valley Elementary students read 751,102 minutes this year. Don’t stop 

now!  There’s always a good book to be found (next year’s Battle of the Books list is already out, by the way). 
 

Fiction Feature: “All Because of a Cat Named Boots” 

By Madeline Roper 
 

Will was a famous archaeologist. He discovered things that helped people learn about the past. Will loved his job and 
his fans, but what he loved most of all was his cat, Boots. Boots had white fur with black paws. He went everywhere Will 
went. When they were leaving ancient, interesting places, Will would always ask, “Wasn’t that a great adventure, Boots?’’ 
Boots would always say “Meow!’’ for an answer. 

But one day, when they were leaving a temple in the desert, Will said, “Wasn’t that a great adventure, Boots?’’ Silence 
answered him. “Boots? Boots?!’’ Will called. “Oh no!’’ he exclaimed, and thought, ¨That cat was always too curious for his 
own good. I told him we would see the Pyramid of the Diamond Snake tomorrow, but I guess he couldn't wait.¨ Will went to 
the pyramid to look for Boots.  

Will slowed down as he got to the pyramid.  He couldn’t help admiring the architecture. But he started running again, 
muttering, “For Boots. I have to go for Boots. I can't get delayed.’’ As Will stepped through the door, the ground began to 
shake. A 30-foot-long, clear, glittering snake rose from the ground. “The Diamond Snake!’’ Will gasped. “The legends are 
true!’’ The Diamond Snake said, in a voice that sounded like there were many snakes speaking instead of one, “I have 
guarded this pyramid for ten thousand years! You may pass if you answer three riddles.’’ 

Will was shocked. He swayed, fell, and fainted. When Will woke up, the snake was gone. He ran through the creepy, 
red, glowing hallway. Will was about halfway through the hallway when the ground shook again. The Diamond Snake came 
from the ground.  

“Riddle One,’’ it said in its booming voice. “If you have it, you want to share it, but if you share it, you can’t keep it. 
What is it?’’  

Will thought for a long time before confidently answering, “A secret.”  
The snake boomed, “Correct. You may pass.”  
Will ran to the rope bridge over fire. Again, the ground shook. Again, the Diamond Snake appeared. Again, it spoke in 

its voice like a thunderstorm.  
“Riddle Two,” it said. “A man walked through a forest. He had nothing with him. The man went back out of the forest. 

What did he leave behind?”  
Will thought for a very long time before announcing, “Footprints. He left behind footprints.”  
The Diamond Snake said, “Correct.” But it was starting to look disappointed.  
Will went to the maze. Parts of the floor started fading into nothing. He jumped between parts of the floor. What was 

left of the ground shook, but Will didn’t even care. He was very focused. Will could see Boots meowing sadly. 
“Riddle Three,” the Diamond Snake said. “What am I thinking?”  
Will answered immediately. “You are thinking I will answer this wrong. But I won’t.”  
The Diamond Snake screamed with rage. The pyramid began to crumble! Will jumped between pieces of the floor as 

fast as he could. He scooped up Boots and hopped over empty spaces. As he escaped, he said to Boots, “Ancient 
guardians really need to set up some communication. They all think, ‘What am I thinking?’ is a good riddle, but every single 
one of them always asks it.” He ran through the maze, across the rope bridge over fire, down the creepy, red glowing 
hallway, and out of the pyramid. As they left, Will asked, “Wasn’t that an awesome adventure, Boots?” Boots answered, 
“Meow!” 
 
Answers to Word Riddles and Math Problem: 1: Because he is still living. 2: He sleeps at night, not during the day. 3: Lunch meat. 4: If 
you read those words backward, they make the same word (a palindrome). 5: Short. 6: Edam.  Math Problem:  49 trips x 2 ¼ hours = 
110 ¼ hours total.  110.25 hours x $6.99 per hour = $770.65.  His discount is $30, so the total cost is 770.65-30 = $740.65. 


